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Ag Metrics Group Congratulates Tanishka Aglave for Award-Winning 
Research on Eco-Friendly Citrus Greening Disease Management 

 

 
Tanishka Aglave, winner of the national 2025 prestigious President’s Environmental 

Youth Award (PEYA) by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and her father,  
Dr. Balaji Aglave of Florida Ag Research, an Ag Metrics Group Company. 

 

Thonotosassa, FL — October 10, 2025 – Ag Metrics Group proudly announces that Tanishka Aglave, daughter of 
Florida Ag Research’s Research Director, Dr. Balaji Aglave, has been awarded the prestigious 2025 President’s 
Environmental Youth Award (PEYA) by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Her research provides a 
novel, eco-friendly approach to combating Citrus Greening Disease (Huanglongbing, HLB)—a devastating 
bacterial disease threatening citrus worldwide.  
 

Tanishka’s project, “Reviving Citrus, Reviving Florida,” focused on developing a biological formulation derived 
from curry leaf extract (Murraya koenigii) as a remedy for the effective control of citrus greening disease. By 
employing precision agriculture tools and validated methodologies including qPCR bacterial quantification, 
chlorophyll content analysis, LICOR-600N gas exchange measurements, and predictive linear regression 
modeling, her work demonstrated a statistically significant (p < 0.05) reduction of more than 63% in disease 
severity and 95% improvement in plant vigor across treated citrus plants.  
 

All laboratory assays and field trials were conducted at Florida Ag Research’s laboratories and experimental 
groves, ensuring scientific rigor and real-world applicability. It has proven through several research trials at 
Florida Ag Research, solo application of this novel formulation can be effectively used to manage citrus greening 
disease, or it can be used in rotation or as an alternative to Oxytetracycline.   



 

 

 
[Caption] 2025 National President’s Environmental Youth Award 

winner, Tanishka Aglave examines citrus for Citrus Greening Disease 
at a Florida Ag Research grove. 

 
Beyond research, Tanishka advanced industry outreach through collaborations with the Citrus Research and 
Development Foundation (CRDF) as part of the “Grove-First” initiative. Tanishka worked closely with a team of 
researchers from the USDA and citrus growers. She has delivered presentations at scientific and growers' 
meetings, and authored a children’s book, The Story of Oranges, to raise awareness about citrus health and 
sustainable agriculture.  
This recognition highlights the importance of fostering young scientists capable of delivering science-based, 
economically viable, and environmentally sustainable solutions for one of the citrus industry’s most urgent 
challenges. 
 

Tanishka Aglave: “This recognition is a reflection of the scientists who inspired and guided me. I am deeply 
grateful to the Florida Ag Research team and to Dr. Frank V. Sances, President & CEO of Ag Metrics Group, for 
providing the scientific foundation that enabled me to contribute to the fight against Citrus Greening.” 
 

Dr. Balaji Aglave, Research Director, Florida Ag Research: “As a scientist, I am proud of the methodological rigor 
behind Tanishka’s work. By applying qPCR diagnostics, regression modeling, and precision crop physiology tools, 
she demonstrated a viable eco-friendly alternative to synthetic antibiotics for HLB management. As a father, it is 
rewarding to see her pursue this work with passion and a commitment to growers and the citrus industry.” 

 
About Ag Metrics Group 
Ag Metrics Group is a leading independent American-owned agricultural contract research organization that has 
been providing innovative, science-driven solutions for global food production challenges for over four decades. 
With research stations across North America, Ag Metrics conducts applied and discovery research for grower 
cooperatives, crop protection companies, and agricultural product developers worldwide. Through its regional 
companies—Pacific Ag Research (Western U.S.), Florida Ag Research (Southeastern U.S.), and Michigan Ag 
Research (Midwestern U.S.) — Ag Metrics Group manages a comprehensive portfolio of field, greenhouse, and 
laboratory research programs. These programs develop new products for manufacturers and provide practical 
solutions for growers facing evolving pest, disease, and agronomic challenges. 
 
For more information about Ag Metrics Group and its research facilities, please visit 
www.AgMetricsGroup.com or follow us on Facebook or LinkedIn @AgMetricsGroup. 
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